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on the tastes, habits, and views of the individual. But,
as you see, my notion of the benefit to be derived by
you from an academical life depends on your own
exertion and application, I confess I should think, at
your age, discipline and strict regulations concerning
study rather an obstacle than an aid to your progress.
After enquiry, I found the regulations as to lime
stricter at Christ Church than at Cambridge. Another
principal object, you know, is, to obtain your degree, so
as to facilitate the plan I have recommended to you of
studying law, and, if possible, taking at least some
share of practice at the bar. This point can be ac-
complished at Cambridge in less time and with less
confinement in point of residence than at Oxford. I
think this, I confess, a great inducement in our case,
for I certainly regret the necessity of prolonging the
restraints of education beyond their usual period, and
at a time of life when they cannot be supposed to sit
very easy. This inconvenience, you know, could not
well be avoided without suppressing the course at
Edinburgh, which I am sure you would not think it
advantageous to have done. In these circumstances,
however, I think it desirable both for your ease and
for other reasons, that the restraints of college should
be as few and as light as they can. All these considera-
tions point to a preference for Cambridge; there re-
mains only one which I think it may be worth while to
mention. The studies at Cambridge, and the exercises,
and the credit, run principally in the mathematical line.
If you find your taste particularly averse to that